
February 9, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on 

February 9, 2016 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building at 7:30 PM.  Council Members 

present included:  Danny Turner, Gene Teague, Sharon Brooks Hodge, Jennifer Bowles and 

Mark Stroud.  Staff present included: City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Clerk of Council Karen 

Roberts, City Attorney Eric Monday, Finance Director Linda Conover, Budget Analyst Mary 

Prillaman, and Police Chief Sean Dunn. 

Vice Mayor Bowles called the meeting to order and thanked Mayor Turner for turning 

the meeting over to her for the night. 

Following the invocation by Council Member Stroud and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Vice Mayor Bowles welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Hear a report from Robinson, Farmer, Cox Associates on the City’s FY15 audit – David 

Hughes thanked the various departments that assisted in the audit.  There are three reports 

included in the audit document.  The complete report will be on file in the City Manager’s 

office. Council Member Hodge asked Mr. Hughes to address schedule 1 on page 137, 

specifically the $77,832 decrease on business taxes from the previous year.  Linda Conover 

commented that there was $65,205.69 in refunds so when that is added back into those 

figures they would be 99.9% on budget.   

Consider approval of minutes from the January 26, 2016 meeting and the February 3, 

2016 Special meeting – A motion was made by Mayor Turner to approve minutes from January 

26, 2016 and February 3, 2016, the motion was seconded by Council Member Hodge.  All 

Council Members voted in favor to approve both sets of minutes as presented. 

Hear an update regarding the Virginia Department of Veteran Services – Nicole Crews, 

Veterans Service Representative explained that their main office is in Danville but they have a 

branch site in Martinsville.  There are 26 benefit offices in Virginia and all services are free.  

Virginia is the first and only state to go paperless; all claims are submitted electronically.  

Council Member Hodge asked if the electronic submission of claim forms has expedited the 

turnaround process for claims.  Crews stated that the veterans would receive claims within 

180 days vs 1 year previously and claims are not getting lost.  The Martinsville site is located 

at 233 W. Commonwealth Boulevard in the Workforce Building. 

Hear an update from Amanda Witt of the M-HC Chamber of Commerce regarding 

activities related to the City/C-PEG Small Business Development contract – Ms. Witt explained 

a $75,000 grant for Start Up Martinsville and said there is a one page application on the City 

website for anyone wanting to apply.  They have partnered with Patrick Henry Community 

College for an 8-week entrepreneurial boot camp to qualify for this program.  Friday, February 

12, 2016 is the deadline for applications.  Maximum prize amount is $20,000.  They continue 

to add more events up Uptown including an Easter egg hunt and possibly a family movie day.  

There will be a Spring Fling in May similar to the annual OctoberFest. TGIF dates have been 
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scheduled and improving the Farmers Market is a priority.  By late March the microloan 

program will be ready to begin which is a 4-year commitment offered by a local businessman 

and matched by the Chamber.  They are working on a written and electronic form detailing 

how to do business in the City.  This form will contain streamlined information on a one page 

document to make doing business even easier.  Council Member Hodge requested the 

microloan timeline be moved to the beginning of March so that it can be promoted during 

FastTrack.  Vice Mayor Bowles questioned how residents could use EBT cards at the Farmers 

Market.  Ms. Witt explained that every dollar the resident spends is matched to encourage 

healthy eating.  The Incubator is about 90% full with no waiting list.  Mr. Coleman of 

Spectrum Medical, Inc. sent a note thanking CPEG’s and the Chamber’s assistance; Council 

Member Teague highlighted parts of the letter detailing their appreciation for the assistance. 

Consider approval of a resolution authorizing a public hearing and approving related 

actions related to potential financing of the City’s sewer interceptor project – City Manager 

Towarnicki explained that the loan for $21.74million has been approved and will be awarded 

in 2 allotments.  At loan closing the end of March, the City will already have close to $1million 

expended in the project.  Mr. Towarnicki went over the projected schedule of ordinance 

adoption. To get a 30-year term with 0% financing is almost unheard of.  Council Member 

Teague made a motion to approve the resolution; Council Member Stroud seconded the 

motion, all Council Members voted in favor to approve the resolution. 
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Consider approval on first reading of an ordinance reciting the expediency of the issuance 

of up to $10,000,000 principal amount of water and sewer revenue bonds for the City’s sewer 

interceptor project – Council Member Teague made a motion to approve the ordinance on first 
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reading, Council Member Stroud seconded the motion with a recorded vote as follows: Hodge, 

aye; Bowles, aye; Stroud, aye; Teague, aye; and Turner, aye. 
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Hear finance report – Linda Conover referred Council to the revised copy provided then 

summarized the finance report.  Hodge made a motion to approve the finance report as 

presented, Stroud seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.    
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Consider approval of consent agenda – A motion was made by Teague and seconded by 

Hodge to approve the consent agenda as presented, all Council Members voted in favor. 
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Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Hodge referred to the audit 

and noted that in the past 10 years, this year was the highest percentage of property tax 

collection (page 170), the lowest collection year was 2012 at 89.72%, 2015 was 94.16%.  She 

wanted to thank those who paid on time and City Attorney Monday for assisting in that 

collection process.  She shared that local business may be interested in an event Thursday 

February 11, 2016 from 5:00-7:00pm at NCI business; this event allows business owners to 

meet and share what each can provide to build a strong business community.  Council 

Member Stroud encouraged citizens to look out for their neighbors during the extreme cold 

temperatures. He said he is encouraged by the budget discussions that he’s heard so far.  

Council Member Teague acknowledged the passing of Carolyn Franck.  He recognized Mr. 

Franck who was vital in the Tultex industry; the Francks showed us how to care for the 

community by providing a great business and contributed generously to the community.  

Mayor Turner acknowledged Johnny Carter, owner of the H&R Block franchise locally.  He 

referred to the Power Sales Contract with American Municipal Power resolution regarding the 

evaluation of stock worth of the company, asking Council to approve the resolution.  Council 

Member Teague expressed concern that the resolution was written by a group that was against 

the project from the beginning and he feels that some statements are not accurate.  He would 

prefer AMP Ohio to provide response before he feels comfortable approving the resolution and 

he asked the City Manager to obtain additional information from AMP to ensure the numbers 

provided on the resolution are valid.  Council Member Hodge stated that there is time for 

additional research to meet deadline.  Mayor Turner made a motion to approve the resolution; 

no second was made so the motion was tabled until the February 23, 2016 meeting.   
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Vice Mayor Bowles said that the Millennials of Martinsville and Henry County are still taking 

donations for Flint, Michigan residents.  She read a proclamation recognizing African-

Americans who have served as elected representatives on the City Council.  Council Member 

Teague reflected on his years serving with those previous Council Members.  Hodge says this 

is the first time that there was more than one African-American serving on council at one time 

and she felt that it is an important representation of the community that is 45% African-

American. 

 

 

Comments by City Attorney – City Attorney Monday asked residents to show concern for 

their neighbors and for their pets and stated that it is illegal to leave pets outside in cold 

temperatures for more than 15 minutes at a time. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki recognized Monday February 15, 

2016 as Presidents day so the Municipal building will be closed.  He referred to an article in 

the paper regarding a City employee charged with embezzlement; he provided assurance of the 

practices and policies in place to prevent this activity from happening.  He detailed the 

elaborate practice of checking what is charged to credit cards and stated that in addition to 

this practice, the City tries to hire good people that can be trusted.  He said the process did 

work in this case but because the credit card cycle is monthly that it was not detected until 

the practice was implemented at the end of the billing cycle.  Mr. Hughes with Robinson, 

Farmer, Cox Associates confirmed that the policy the City has in place is adequate.  

Towarnicki said a comment was made that the City had stopped the cruise-in but that was 

inaccurate.  There are steps to holding special events so the City would need someone to 



February 9, 2016 
sponsor these events and comply with codes and regulations to hold future cruise-ins.  The 

City has not received a request this year for a cruise-in event.   

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Joseph Martin stated that he feels very positive 

as a small business owner about the future of Martinsville.  He would like to remind Council 

that fluoride leaches lead from pipes, referencing the problems from Flint, Michigan. He asked 

council to review the noise ordinance and said there is nothing referencing 

vibration/percussion.  Monday says the noise ordinance dates back to the 1970s when 

industrial noise was expected and welcomed.   

Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street, stated his disappointment that Council did not support 

the Mayor on the AMP resolution.  Council Member Hodge stated that she asked for additional 

clarification and was not voting for or against the resolution until she had time to review 

additional information.  Council Member Teague said he did not feel that it was fair to present 

Council with information immediately before the Council meeting without giving them time to 

verify the information provided was accurate and complete.  

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mayor Turner to adjourn the 

meeting, the motion was seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:02pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor 

 

 


